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SUBJECT; ALTMANN CASE- 


1. IN PRESS DECLARATION PUBLISHED IN FEBRUARY 18 LA PAZ PRESS 
MINISTER. OF FOREIGN RELATIONS GUTIERREZ STATED THAT WHILE ALTMANM CAS 

REMAINS UNDER' STUDY WITHIN MINISTRY, “GOF HAD NOT FORMALLY 
REQUESTED EXTRADITION." EL DIARIO OF FEBRUARY 19 CLARIFIED STATEMENT 
IN AFP.DATELINED ARTICLE IN WHICH FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCES. 

NOTED THAT. ROF> HAD PRESENTED ONLY A "VERBAL NOTE," AND THAT 
CONSIDERING . THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CASE , THE ..MINISTRY REQUIRED 
A 7.F0RMAL NOTE HOWEVER, FEBRUARY 19 HOY . CARRIED TREMCH- 
DATELINED STORYi-WHICH; recounted: steps 6 TAKEN- IN' CASE , 

INCLUDING HAVKINGvPRESENTED .A 

" zi FEBRUAR YCIS^E: lEDv-'il NW^EI^li^:;^ ALTMAiNN GAVE 

TO EFE and PUEBLO OF,, MADRID CORRESPONDENTS. 'ON^FEBRUARY 18. 

' ALTMAN-N WAS QUOTED ’AS SAYING THAT HE; IS. PROUDf'OF.:' BEING : A. 

NATURALIZEDBOLIVIAN CITIZEN AND THAT. HE wants JO REMAIN IN 
- BOLIVIA AND ‘"WORK AS'BEFORE." HE REPORTEDLY: STATED THAT THE 
■ accusation THAT HE IS BARBIE WAS BROUGHT. ABOUT BY INTRIGUES 
. INVOLVING .CIA TRANSMAR IT IMA BOLIVIANA> OFWHICH HE IS PRESIDENT, 
v-^ HE ALSO OBSEftVED THAT HE KNOWS WHO HAD: MADE; THE ACCUSATIONS. \ 

H3N ON HIS WARTIME EXPERIENCES. HE. STATED T hat. HE. . 

HAD "CARRIED OUT. HIS DUTIES AS ANY SHOLDIER -SHOULD ." THE 
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3. A MUNICH AFP DATELINED STORY CARRIED IN EL DIARIO REPORTED 
THAT "NAZI HUNTER" BEATE KLARSFELD WILL ARRIVE IN LA PAZ ON 
FEBRUARY 20. SHE REPORTEDLY WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A MRS 
KALAUMBRENNER, WHO IS SAID TO CLAIM THaT BARBIE EXECUTED 

HER HUSBAND AND SENT HER, THREE CHILDREN TO THE AUSCHWITZ 
GAS chambers in 1943. 

4. COMMENT: ALTMANN IS' APPARENTLY RECEIVING POLICE PROTECTION 
IN A PRIVATE HOUSE IN THIS CITY. HIS PROPENSITY TO GIVE PRESS 
INTERVIEWS and HAVE HIS PICTURE PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS MAY 
INDICATE THAT HE FEELS' RELATIVELY SECURE AT THIS TIME. THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY’S POSITION ON THE EXTRADITION REQUEST MAY 
INDICATE A DESIRE OF THE GOB TO DELAY HAVING TO MAKE A 
DECISION ON THE CASE. SIRACUSA 
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